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EDITORIAL COMMENT
By the time many of you read this online issue of FOCUS,
we will have officially been in ‘lockdown’ for more than
10 weeks, given that it started way back on the 23rd
March.
Those 10 weeks have seen our world turned upside
down, and we have all had to get used to a new way of
living. Daily, almost hourly if you listen to the news, we
are reminded of the tragedies that have befallen so many
in this country and indeed around the world, and we
must never forget those who have been affected by the
Coronavirus pandemic and especially those who have lost
their lives from this invisible killer.

Each week where we live in Chiltern Drive in Barton, like
so many areas across New Milton, we are out at 8:00
p.m. every Thursday to “Clap for the Carers’. I hope that
you take a few moments after, to reflect on those who
have lost their lives and the families and friends affected
by the tragedies, especially in the frontline medical
services. We must not forget that as well as the staff in
the NHS and the Care Home sectors, many employed as
key workers in other fields, have also tragically been
affected by this dreadful disease and some have lost their
lives as well.
We are all I am sure missing those holidays we had been
planning, those visits we were due to make, those
celebratory gatherings of families and friends and those
big community events that were on our calendars. Your
Association and the Steering Group from around the
community has been saddened that we were unable to
host the VE75 concerts and the VE75 event in May and
that we have regrettably decided to cancel the merged
VE75 and VJ75 event which was due to be held on
Saturday 15th August.
We are pleased, however that the Steering Group has not
been standing still and that we can announce that the
Concerts, now renamed ‘VE76 We’ll Meet Again’ have
already been rescheduled to be held at the Memorial
Centre on the 76th Anniversary of VE Day on Friday and
Saturday 7th & 8th May 2021.
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It is recommended that you book your tickets as soon
as possible, as the demand for this year’s concert was
very high and the vast majority have already switched
their tickets to the dates in 2021.
Tickets can be purchased online via Eventbrite with
Instant Ticketing or can be booked online via the web
site, or be ordered by telephone. Please call us on
07771
754025 or go
online at
http://
www.newmiltonremembers.co.uk/vj75/concert.html
If you are amongst the few that have not already
switched their tickets or have been refunded your
tickets monies, please make contact with the person
you bought your tickets from, so that we can complete
the switch-over or arrange the appropriate refund.
You will find more details about the other plans for the
VE and VJ events which were scheduled for this year
and which will now be held in 2021 on Page 21 of this
issue.
It was encouraging that on Bank Holiday Friday, so
many people across New Milton took up the
Association’s promotion of ‘VE75 Socially Distanced
Street Parties’ to commemorate the anniversary of the
ending of the Second World War in Europe. Houses in
many areas, ours included, were awash with bunting,
flags and balloons. In Chiltern Close in Barton, we had a
great time, kicking off with the Last Post played at
11:00 a.m. followed by Reveille at the end of the two
minutes silence. The party itself kicked off at 3:00 p.m.
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and went on until late in the evening, albeit with a
strange layout with everyone being socially distanced
and loud conversations between groups of neighbours. I
have heard of many other successful gatherings and I
hope that you will consider repeating the exercise when
the 75th Anniversary of Victory in Japan comes around
on Saturday 15th August.
As we approach the time when some of the restrictions
are being lifted later in June, I hope that you will all play
your part and will support our local businesses and other
outlets. At the risk of being accused of plagiarism, I note
a comment I have published on the community web site
at www.newmilton.net - ”Before you go queueing
around the block for Starbucks, Costa, Burger King, KFC
and McDonalds, remember these huge fast food
companies will be fine after the lockdown… spend your
money with local cafes and takeaways and other retail
outlets who are fighting to stay in business every single
day! Support our local economy in New Milton by
supporting local businesses.
I hope that you are all enjoying your daily exercise in and
around New Milton and I am sure you are all thankful for
the incredible weather that we have been having during
much of this lockdown period. How much more
miserable would it have been if we were suffering from
rain and other dreary weather?

A

Julia Stamper
07778 189888
julia.stamper@gmail.com

3 Lake Grove Road
New Milton
BH25 5LA

A

A
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01425 619992
01425 511075
01425 614291

FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Your Committee are now getting to be ‘old hands’ at
transacting our normal business largely through the use
of the very popular ‘Zoom’ meeting software and are
continuing to meet monthly until we can meet face-toface once again. I think it important that we get to
discuss the issues of the day throughout these difficult
times, so that we are well placed to get back quickly
when we return to a ‘new normal’.
At our last meeting, nominations were sought from the
Committee for the post of Vice-Chair and I am pleased
to announce that Julia Stamper was elected to this
position.
My inbox has seen a considerable increase in the
number of issues that you feel your Association should
be reviewing and trying to get actions taken by the
appropriate authorities, dependent on the topic.
Social distancing and the use of the seafront and
beaches have figured highly amongst the topics as has
the issue of irresponsible dog owners who fail to clear
up during their walks. Lately, there have been a
substantial number of comments regarding the issue of
‘speeding’ on the much less used local roads, and I am
pleased to note that coincidentally Hampshire
Constabulary has launched a three-week focus on
speeding vehicles across the County - so beware, you
have been warned.
Many people have been very complimentary about the
assistance that they have received from the New Milton
Covid Support Group, especially with the collection and
delivery of prescriptions and other essentials.
Sadly, your Committee has decided that the General
Meeting scheduled for Tuesday 7th July at the New
Milton Community Centre should be cancelled.
Currently, there is no news about the reopening of the
Centre, and we feel that members may well still be
nervous about attending large gatherings.
It is hoped that shortly, we may be able to provide
confirmation, or otherwise, of the September Meeting
planned for Tuesday 15th September.
A number of your Committee, including especially Nigel
King (Membership and Focus Distribution), along with
Julia Stamper and myself, have been working on
developing a new website for our Association, which
will go live at the end of June - www.nmra.org.uk. The
Committee has decided that to provide a better ‘onestop-shop’ for information about the Association and
New Milton in general, the Association’s website will be
in the future be integrated with the current community
site at www.newmilton.net . Website links will remain
the same when the new site is published at the end of
June, but a wider range of information will be available
to members and to visitors alike.
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I am pleased to confirm that many of our members can
still read the monthly FOCUS magazine online and am
able to report that the online version of the May Issue
has been viewed over 2,000 times. In future, we will
continue to make FOCUS available online, although from
this issue the current month’s edition will be password
protected. Members who have signed up for the
periodic NMRA Members’ Bulletins will receive their
password by E-Mail. If you are a member and would like
to subscribe to the Email Bulletin System, and receive
priority advance notice of the publication of each issue
of FOCUS, then please drop me an email to
chairman@nmra.org.uk
Full access to each month’s FOCUS will be provided to all
approximately two weeks after publication date, but if
you would like to take up membership of the Association
and be amongst the first get to read each issue, you can
sign
up
at
http://www.nmra.org.uk/nmra/
membership.html
We hope to be returning to paper copies of FOCUS as
soon as we can and as soon as we can encourage our
Distributors to perhaps take on the delivery roles as part
of their daily exercise routines, ensuring social
distancing, and perhaps leaving FOCUS on the doorstep.
More about this on Page 6.
Last month I told you about resident and Association
member Michael Angus who had set up a small team of
people to produce Face Shields for Hospitals, Care
Facilities and others short of such PPE. With the financial
support of your Association, and with gifts of materials
from several local organisations and businesses including
Howie and Tickner, and New Forest Stationers, Michael’s
team made over 2500 units and have distributed them
to meet local needs. Production has now stopped and
we should all be grateful to Michael for stepping up to
the line and pushing through this essential initiative.
Well done to Michael and his team.
At our last ‘Virtual’ Committee meeting, members were
updated by Angela Jackson, the Chair of the CiA
Community in Action Team and by Janet Moyles our
Excursions Organiser about the future events scheduled
and being planned by the Team. More details about
these can be found on Page 6.
Finally, Your Association has enthusiastically supported
Mark Jeffries, the Towns Estates and Facilities Manager
in his quest to continue with the planting of the
Association sponsored wildflower meadow on the A357
Lymington Road and with the various plantings in the
Town Centre and around New Milton. (Now Planted).

ASSOCIATION ACTIVITIES
GENERAL MEETING - PROVISIONAL
Tuesday 7th July @ 7:00 p.m.
Cancelled
NMRA TABLE TOP SALES
The Third Saturday from September until March
(except December) 8:00 a.m. - Noon
The New Milton Memorial Centre

FROM YOUR ASSOCIATION
Membership Matters and Focus Distribution:
When the delivery of FOCUS can resume, members who
need to correct their standing orders from £3.00 to
£6.00, will receive instructions on how to do this.
Similarly, to members who have paid twice, both £3.00
and £6.00.
The delivery of printed FOCUS will only be able to
resume if and when there are volunteers available to
deliver them. Hopefully, our regular distributors will be
able to resume their previous roles, but if they wish to
retire from the role, please let me know.
This does mean that there will be an opportunity for
new volunteers to take on the role of delivering FOCUS
to their neighbours in their street or one nearby. This
could be just be for a few months until everything
returns to near normal and the regular distributor can
return to their role or until further notice.
Most of the roles are for volunteers to deliver FOCUS
through letter boxes of members in a route of a street
or two. During the last week of a month, a volunteer
will deliver to you the required number of copies of
FOCUS, along with a strip of paper listing the addresses
of members on your route to receive a copy. The
number of copies to deliver depends on your route, but
it is around one or two dozen copies each month and
should take less than an hour to deliver. We ask that
they are delivered in a few days after you receive them,
so if the weather is bad or you are busy, it is not a
problem if you need to delay delivery for a day or two.
That is all that is required.
Naturally, there are a few volunteers who receive a
bunch of copies which they count out into small
bundles for each of the other volunteers to deliver to
their members in their route. There are less delivery
locations, a little further afield, but they should be all in
your part of the town.
If you would like further information or other details,
please let me know and I will try and help.
Nigel King, 01425 620895 or
membership@nmra.org.uk
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To all Our FOCUS Distribution Volunteers:
We would very much like to return as soon as possible to
the distribution of FOCUS to all of our readers to their
homes. We are trying to assess whether this might be
possible for the issue which would be available at the
end of July. Some have suggested we could restart
distribution, given that many of us take substantial
exercise walks. We could ring the bell and leave the
FOCUS Magazine outside the door and ensure that we
maintain social distancing, Could you please drop us an
email to focus@nmra.org.uk to let us know if you would
personally be willing or not, to restart distribution of
FOCUS at the end of July.
Nigel King, 01425 620895 or
membership@nmra.org.uk
Community in Action (CiA) :

Most of you will know that CiA (Community in Action) is
the social arm of NMRA. We are all about developing
the social aspects of the Association in bringing together
New Milton residents of all ages to enjoy themselves,
with a view to raising funds, to support deserving local
groups and charities in our area.
We organise music and choral events, afternoon tea
parties for our more senior residents, table top sales,
special excursions to interesting places, children's
Christmas parties and more.
Unfortunately, like so many events this year, we have
had to cancel our Community August Tea for our senior
residents at the Community Centre on Monday, 3rd
August.
The afternoon, with cakes, scones and
sandwiches made by the Barton Bees WI, and served by
members of NMRA and Barton Bees, musical
entertainment and a raffle, is so enjoyed by all.
Likewise, we have cancelled our Race Night fundraiser
on Saturday, 26th September at Bashley Village Hall and
we are hopeful this will take place next year.
We hope to restart our regular Autumn/Winter Table
Top Sales on Saturday mornings at the New Milton
Memorial Centre, the first being on Saturday 19th
September, and we will update you on this as we learn
over the coming months whether we will be able to run
this event.
We are very hopeful that our Children’s Christmas Party,
that has been so successful over the last two years, will
take place from 2:00-4:00 p.m. Sunday, 6th December at
the New Milton Memorial Centre, and again, we will
keep you updated with further news about this event
later in the year.

We are very pleased to be able to tell you that we have
donated £750 during the lockdown to local charity
SCARF New Forest. SCARF (Supporting Special Children
and their Relatives and Friends) is a charity based in the
New Forest, which supports over 80 families, and
organises regular term-time clubs, as well as holiday
activities for children with special needs and their
families. Children/young people are aged 0-25 years
and have a range of disabilities and special needs, such
as Down’s Syndrome, autism and cerebral palsy.
Unfortunately, because of the pandemic, they have had
to pause their activities which hopefully they will be
able to recommence as soon as they have been given
medical advice to do so.
If you know of a local group or charity that has been
badly affected during the Coronavirus pandemic, and is
in need of some financial support, please ask them to
get in touch with me and we will endeavour to help
where possible.
Angela Jackson, Chair CiA, 01425 838509
CiA Excursions - 2020:
After having had so many wonderful excursions over
the last few years, it is with great regret that, at a
recent NMRA Committee meeting, it was decided to
cancel all NMRA Excursions for 2020.
I am particularly sad about this as we had a superb
programme lined up for the year that I know many of
you were looking forward to. However, the risks to
you, as participants as well as those people at our
venues, potentially outweigh the enjoyment of going
on these excursions and we do want everyone to be
safe and well.
I am hoping to reinstate this year's excursions for next
year as far as possible on similar dates and, to that end,
have written to all our venues telling them of our
postponement decision. I am hoping beyond hope that
our planned Sonning Theatre trip on 23rd January,
2021, will go ahead as planned (Covid permitting). We
have a few spaces left for Sonning if any of you would
like to be added to the database - Booking Form on
Page 23.
Clearly, several of you have already paid for excursions
this year. All cheques for the 4th June Midsomer
Murders excursion have been banked and, if you would
now like a refund, you need to contact me. Otherwise
your details will be kept on a list of credits due. I will
destroy all advance cheques I have received for other
2020 excursions.
On another matter, several of you have asked me
about Gerry Bryer. I'm sorry to tell you that he is not
well and is currently living in a local Nursing Home. I
have been to see him and told him of the many people
who enquire after him, especially those of you who
have been enjoying our excursions, which Gerry
instigated several years ago.

Don't hesitate to contact me if you have any queries
about any of the above:
Janet Moyles, 01425 620523, jan.moyles@gmail.com, 6
Mitchell Close, Barton-on-Sea, BH25 7BX.

NEWS FROM YOUR TOWN COUNCIL
An update on where we are with some of our facilities
after the latest government guidance.
Fawcetts Field, Long Meadow, Barton Common and
Ashley NMTC car parks are now open again. The
overflow car park at Fawcetts Field remains closed.
Our play areas including the skatepark and MUGA will
remain CLOSED until further notice.
The adult gym equipment will also remain CLOSED.
At the moment our main sports facilities remain closed
except for maintenance work and Health & Safety
checks.
We are awaiting further guidance on when some other
sports may resume albeit in a restricted manner.
If you wish to book a tennis court please visit
www.newmiltontowncouncil.gov.uk/2020/05/21/
tennis-courts-update.

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITY CENTRE
There is a lot of activity at the New Milton Community
Centre, the only problem they are not the normal
activities due to the COVID-19 restrictions and the need
to maintain social distancing, etc. So there are no
activities taking place inside the centre until further
notice.
This includes the postponement of the Annual General
Meeting which was due to be held on Tuesday 9th June
2020, and this has been postponed until such time that it
is able to be held safely, within the COVID-19 guidelines
and with giving due notice for proposals to be
submitted.

What has been taking place outside the centre as you
can see, has been the erection of scaffolding.
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This is to enable the installation of a permanent
ballasted guard railing around the roof of the building
and a vertical cat ladder to provide access to the roof.
The ladder will be from the top of the emergency fire
escape staircase outside of Room 3. You can view the
details in the planning application to New Forest
District
Council’s
planning
department,
(www.newforest.gov.uk/planning and then the “View/
comment on an application” button, it is number
19/11521 or Postcode BH25 6EA). They granted
planning permission for the application on 27th January
2020.
The work at this time is expected to last around 8
weeks. When the guard rail is in place, it will then
enable inspection, maintenance and repair of the roof
to take place safely.

NEWS FROM THE MEMORIAL CENTRE
There is little to update at the present time, until the
position becomes clearer about the performances that
will take place later in the year.
It is still hoped, though not yet confirmed, that the New
Milton Beer Festival planned for Saturday 5th
September and the Ukulele Festival on Saturday 3rd
October can still go ahead.
More about these and other events hopefully in the
next issue of FOCUS.

NEW MILTON LOCAL HEROES
Last month we introduced the concept of ‘Local
Heroes’ with the first nomination being for Day Lewis at
Milton Green for their patience, dedication, flexibility
and reliability.
This month’s key nomination comes from local
resident, Val Sargeson.
The Naked Pantry and Zero Waste Shop in Westcroft
Parade, Station Road, New Milton. To Kathy Sirl and
her team of staff and volunteers. Thank you for
reacting so quickly to this change in society, by
providing such an efficient home delivery service. You
have all worked extremely hard to keep your
community supplied with the provisions that they
need, at this incredibly difficult time.
Congratulations to The Naked Pantry.
We invite you all to submit your own nominations and
a brief one or two sentence citation, which we can
print in forthcoming issues of FOCUS. At the risk of
being inundated when so many are out there helping
our community during these difficult times - please
send your nominations for an Individual, Organisation
or Business who you feel deserves the title ‘Local
Heroes’ by email to chairman@nmra.org.uk.

NEWS FROM AROUND THE COMMUNITY
The Christian Noble Children’s Foundation: Can
anybody help with any of the following please.
•
Incontinence Pads, Dressings (please ensure they
are in date) and "if at all possible" Stoma
Bags. We are taking care of a mother with grade 3
Bowel Cancer. These we can send foc.
•
Packets of children's underwear for all ages - boys
and girls and teenagers.
•
"Knitting Wool" our knitters are DESPERATE. Also,
any unfinished garments also acceptable.
•
Buttons suitable for cardigans - not shirt or coat
buttons please. Heather Waterman (01425)
613782
•
David Mason would be delighted to receive any
unwanted laptops (01425) 626112
•
Lengths of Fabric
•
Photographic equipment - Cameras, Lenses and
Binoculars.
•
Hand Cream and Moisturising Cream
•
E45 Cream
Jackie Preis (01425) 613708
In spite of the lockdown, our work seems to be
continuing thanks to so many generous sponsors who
are giving extra financial help to the children and of
course, the odd donations which have arrived out of the
blue for food parcels. It's been amazing!
Alas our endeavours to send 11 boxes by Hermes
directly to The Mongol Centre in London in order to
reach there in time to travel on the container which left
today (14th May) was unsuccessful and turned into what
can only be described as a "nightmare" and LOTS of time
wasting. The boxes were returned to me in four
separate deliveries without any previous notification or
website update and I have yet still to discover why they
could not be delivered, after having paid extra for either
a phone call or a text to be sent 30 mins. ahead of the
delivery time so that the recipient could be there to
meet the boxes - neither was ever sent!!
First 11 boxes arrived, which was followed by hours in a
chat queue to establish when the other boxes were
going to be delivered, only to be told they were lost.
Later after again joining the chat queue, I was told the
boxes had been found - eureka!!! The Mongol Centre
said they would go to the Returns Depot and collect
them, only to be told this was not possible "the courier
would not allow this" - they had to be returned to
Barton....head banging!
Later after more time spent joining the chat queue, I was
to be told three would be sent the following day - the
4th had been sent to the wrong Returns depot - in
"Bolton". Later when we went into the porch TWO
boxes were sitting there?? This was followed by a three
and a half hour wait in a chat queue which didn't result
in anything, one minute I was no. 1 in the queue and
then it jumped to something like 24??? Eventually, I gave
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up!! In the afternoon, a big blue plastic bag was found
in the porch containing the contents of one of the
missing boxes and today, after another wait in the chat
queue, the final and most important box, which had
been sent to the wrong returns depot - in Bolton,
"should" be arriving. When I mentioned to the adviser
that I would be claiming my £120.70 back, I was told
"we only pay for damaged or lost parcels" - my
response was "we'll see". .
Thank you all so much for your love and support.
Jacqui Preis

LIFE IN THE VILLAGE OF NEW MILTON
It is easy to look back on the past with rose tinted
spectacles and think that all was well then unlike the
turbulent times we appear to be living in today.
However a closer examination of the past dispels the
myth that our forefathers led a less stressful lifestyle.
Life around the 1890s to 1900s in Great Britain was
one of tremendous change. The threat of invasion by
the French had gone away; however there were other
conflicts which the country was involved in during the
course of building an empire. As publication of
newspapers and periodicals became more affordable,
the villagers of Milton would have been aware of
global events such as the Indian mutiny, the Boer wars
and the Zulu war in South Africa. Closer to home, the
villagers of Milton would have benefited from the
railway line that had been built by the London and
South Western Railway in 1886. It meant that produce
and animals could be taken to markets further away
such as Ringwood and goods such as coal for heating
could be brought into the area far easier which in turn
reduced cost.

Getting to Lymington or Christchurch market from
Milton or to go and work outside of the village was
done either on horseback, or by horse and cart or

using a bicycle or walking.
The 1842 Tithe map gives some idea of the Miltonians
who owned or rented various patches of land for
growing food or for keeping a few animals. One of the
main forms of employment in and around the village
was working on the land either as a tenant farmer or an
agricultural labourer. Milton Manor Farm was just south
west of the village green. Further south there was
Barton Farm and Barton Court Farm. Just north of the
church was Gore Farm and Little Gore Farm.
The average wage for an agricultural labourer in 1901
was fourteen shillings. A historical price comparison
suggests that this is worth just over £67.00 today. For
many villagers life would have been a constant struggle
to make ends meet. Foraging and taking advantage of
what nature provided would have been a way to subsist.
Evidence of this can be seen in a 1905 newspaper report
concerning a meeting that was held in Milton Hall,
which is still in existence just south of the railway
bridge. Parishioners brought to the attention of the local
council that the owner of Barton Common was blocking
access. Several witnesses to the enquiry stated that they
had for years turned their cattle out on the common.
This was free grazing to them. In addition the villagers
harvested furze or gorse. The thick woody parts of the
gorse bush burn very hot and are ideal for heating
ovens. The green tips of the gorse bushes would have
been collected, chopped up and fed to their animals.
This has a similar calorific value as oats.

The above map of 1898 shows the area of Milton village.
On the map the letter W appears several times. This
signified a well in the garden of a cottage. Communal
water pumps were available. Clean water was a health
concern. If a well was contaminated then many people
could become ill or die. It had long been noted that the
brewing process killed bacteria in water and made it
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safe to drink. The beer available in the Wheatsheaf
and the George Inns would not have been particularly
strong. It would have been known as ‘small beer’ and
was a safe drink.
There was some form of assistance available to the
poor and needy not just in Milton village but across
most of Britain. Legislation going back to Elizabethan
times was in place to assist the poor in getting work
and raising money from the parishioners in a form of
income tax to be used to help the destitute in time of
need. There was a Poor House in Milton village near
the junction of Old Milton Road and Lymington Road.
The records show that at one time there were thirty
five inmates living there. The first poor house was
destroyed by fire in 1794.

The replacement is still in existence, now privately
owned as cottages. Children and women from the poor
house were put to work making tiny watch chains
called a fusee. Examples of this work can be seen in
the Red House Museum.
There was some basic health care available to the
villagers of Milton. There were voluntary hospitals and
sanatoriums where the working classes could obtain
limited medical care. However it had to be paid for.
Money was donated by the middle and upper classes.
Money was raised by collections at church services one
Sunday a year. This became known as Hospital Sunday.
It turned into a social event as well as a fund raiser.
There would have been a parade through the village
with a band. Everyone would have turned out to
watch, usually wearing their best clothes.
This next image shows a Hospital Sunday parade
outside the George Inn on the Lymington Road.

Milton village was able to provide most of the goods and
food that the residents needed or could afford. There
was a post office next door to the Wheatsheaf Inn.
Beside the Wheatsheaf there was a grocery store. There
was a blacksmith’s forge between the Wheatsheaf and
the George. It is visible in the Hospital Sunday photo as
being the white and black buildings to the left of the
George Inn. There was a bakery and another grocer’s
store on the east side of the village green.
A school had been built on a triangle of land at the
junction of Old Milton Road and Lymington Road. This
operated from 1832 to 1919. Also on the east side of the
village green was a saddler and a cobbler making shoes.
It was certainly a tough life for the Miltonians of the
past. There were worries of obtaining employment, not
earning enough, paying the bills, putting food on the
table and raising the children. Even basic things like a
decent source of water could not be taken for granted.
Welfare and health provision was not something that
could be easily obtained. However they met the
challenge and survived. We should be proud of them.
(This article was researched and written by local historian
Nick Saunders, who is the Chairman of the Milton Heritage
Society.)

The aims of the society are to record and preserve the
heritage and history of Milton parish. To publish
occasional papers recording results of research. To provide
a programme of lectures and talks on history in general
and local history in Milton parish in particular.
Anyone can join the MHS. The fee is £12.00. In return you
will be invited to talks on our local history.
To join, visit http://miltonheritagesociety.co.uk/join-us/
or contact Steve West our membership secretary via
secretary@miltonheritagesociety.co.uk or through me via
nick@miltonheritagesociety.co.uk
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In addition to chairing the Milton Heritage Society and being our local historian, Nick Saunders organises a series of
WWI and WWII Battlefield Tours, which come highly recommended by those who have joined them. Whilst 2020 is
a ‘gap year’ as far as these tours are concerned - please make contact directly with Nick who is currently planning
2021 and beyond.

OLIVIA INSPIRES - OLIVIA BURT
Motocross coaching for the 2020 season for a young
motorcycle racer; a camera for a video blogger and
GCSE Photography student; riding lessons for a keen
rider who is also a young carer; boxing equipment
and membership to his local gym for an aspiring
boxer. These are just a few of the things that local
charity Olivia Inspires has recently provided to young
people living all around the New Forest.

Following the tragic death of Milford on Sea student
Olivia Burt, her parents Nigel and Paula decided to set
up a charity, Olivia Inspires, to allow Olivia’s spirit to
live on in the achievements of others. The charity
assists young people aged 11 to 18 years, whose
families are facing financial hardship and live in the
New Forest District Council area, by providing grants
to help them develop their potential in STEM (science,
technology, engineering and mathematics), the arts
and sport.
Olivia Inspires was launched at the end of last year
and there has been an incredible response to the
initial fundraising, with a large number of individuals,
companies and organisations coming forward with

support for the charity. Nigel said: “We would like to
thank everyone who has donated. We have been
touched by people’s willingness to support Olivia’s
charity. Perhaps this is because Olivia was so well
known and loved by so many people; perhaps because
of the awfulness of the tragedy that befell Olivia, and
Paula and I as Olivia’s parents; perhaps because of the
very real need for a charity like Olivia Inspires. Most
likely it is for all three of these reasons.”
A steady stream of applications for support has been
received via the Olivia Inspires website and the charity
is now concentrating on developing and expanding
the already established links with schools and youth
organisations in the New Forest. The aim is to raise
awareness of how the charity can help young people
and increase the number of grant applicants. At the
same time, a number of fundraising events are being
planned which will secure funding for the increasing
number of awards. Applying for an Olivia Inspires
award is simple. There is an on-line form on the
website which will take just a few minutes to
complete and then the charity will do the rest.
If you would like to find out more about Olivia Inspires
or if you know anyone who might benefit from an
Olivia Inspires award, please visit the website where
you
can
also
make
online
donations:
www.oliviainspires.org.uk. If you have any questions
please
don’t
hesitate
to
contact:
admin@oliviainspires.org.uk.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
My second time being isolated. My father ended up
stationed in Vienna at the end of the war and my
mother, sister and I went out to join him. I caught
Scarlett fever and was in an army hospital
quarantined for over 6 weeks. We came home in
1947 with a new baby brother but without my sister's
golly which I had taken to hospital with me and, of
course, had to be destroyed. She was not best
pleased! But very many years later I did replace it.
Judith Pearce. New Milton Resident.
____________
Oh Lord my God, my Father,
I do not understand,
The deaths I see before me,
The absence of Your hand.
You say you love us dearly,
You say each one’s Your Child.
So how come we are seeing
This virus running wild?
It kills the old, the young,
And any in between.
It kills those trying to fight it
It still remains unseen.
We fight an invisible enemy
More frightening than ever before.
Our lives have changed completely
Lock-down is our vital chore.
It feels so tempting to give up,
To join those in unbelief.
But still I find I trust in you
To bring us all relief.
You are a good, good Father,
You do not send bad things.
We have free-will to choose
And all of us have sinned.
It’s sin that brought this broken world,
A choice made long ago.
Still it feels you have control so,
You could stop this don’t you know?!
But although you see what’s going on,
You weep with tears of despair,
You need to let this pan out
For the world, it needs repair.
We destroyed our stunning planet,
With pollution, trash and sin.
Now we need to stop and listen,

We need to stay shut in.

And in that time you will renew,
The Earth to it’s full beauty.
You will honour and will bless
All those who do your duty.
For those who fight the greatest fight,
For those who don’t make it through,
They will see your Kingdom God,
They will meet with you.
You’ll give them all your praise
As they stand at Heaven’s gates,
For loving and for caring
And for protecting others’ fates.
Amy Davies - Local Resident

A THOUGHT
When you get into a tight place and everything seems
against you
‘til it seems as though you could not hold on a minute
longer,
Never give up then, for that is just the place and time
that the tide will turn

NEWS FROM LOCAL SERVICE GROUPS
THE LIONS CLUB OF NEW MILTON

MULTI-AGENCY SUPPORT PUTS FOOD ON THE
TABLES IN NEW MILTON :
During this Coronavirus crisis, there are many families
who for whatever reason, fail to get the support that
they desperately need and are unable to ensure that
they can put adequate wholesome food on the table
for their children.
A highly successful multi-agency approach by the New
Forest Basics Bank, our local schools, our Town
Council and the Lions Club of New Milton over the last
three weeks, has ensured that local children need not
go hungry during these difficult times.
Each week, Peter Bousfield, the Chair of the Welfare
Committee of the New Milton Lions Club, has liaised
with all our local schools to get information on
families they are aware are suffering extreme
difficulties. In partnership with The New Forest Basics
Bank, supplies of food for a week for the families have
been put together each Friday and New Milton Town
Council Ground staff ultimately, have turned their
hand to delivering up to 76 Family Food Parcels in a
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week, with a total of over 300+ during the five weeks
the project has so far been running.
All of those involved have been touched by the
comments received back from the parents who
received these very welcome deliveries of fresh fruit
and vegetables, tinned goods, toiletries and some
surprises – all put together by the willing volunteers,
headed by Oliver Stanley, the Chair of the Basics
Bank.
All of this has only been possible through the
generosity of many local Town and District
Councillors, and a special fund set up by The Lions
Club of Great Britain, which has been supplemented
by monies from members and the welfare fund of
The Lions Club of New Milton. A total of £5,000 has
been donated to The New Forest Basics Bank
The President of The Lions Club of New Milton, John
Alcock, “praised the members of his Club, especially
Peter Bousfield, who had so quickly put the project
into action, once the need had been identified and
confirmed with the representatives of all of our local
schools”

Every Friday, the Ground Staff of New Milton Town Council
deliver the Food Parcels to the schools for distribution to
the parents.

Commenting on the highly successful and muchneeded initiative, the Mayor of New Milton,
Councillor Alvin Reid, who has been closely involved
in the team executing this project, commented that
“If we all do a little, collectively we can achieve a lot.
Well done to all involved and in particular to The
Lions Club of New Milton”
EXTRACT FROM A PARENT’S E-MAIL
"....I just want to say I’m genuinely overwhelmed at
the absolute generosity shown to me today! I
collected my food parcel and I am blown away by just
how much has gone into it not to mention produce! I
never thought I would be one to need such help and
always try to place something into the food baskets
at Tesco but I’m truly grateful to those that do!
Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

HAVE A HEART—BECTON ROTARY
Rotarians Terry Conner and Mary Turner of Becton
Rotary in conjunction with some of the ladies of
Lymington Rotary Club have initiated a new project
that is gathering pace.
The project originated from an idea by Laura Kirby
Deacon who works as a Sister at the Intensive Care
Unit of the Great Western Hospital at Swindon. The
hearts are knitted and bagged as pairs, one is given to
the patient and one to the family. Experience has
shown that they bring great comfort to families who
have not been able to see or be with their loved ones
during their hospitalisation and often subsequent
death from the effects of the Corona Virus.

The idea is currently having tremendous interest
around the country . The first batch of hearts have
been delivered to Southampton, Bournemouth and
Lymington Hospitals where they have been well
received. Karen Smith, Fundraiser at Bournemouth
Hospital said “Thank you so much for your lovely email
and the kindness of the Ladies of Becton Rotary and
Lymington Rotary. The hearts are such a wonderful
idea and make a real difference to our patients and
their families at this most difficult time”
The Club’s first objective was to knit and provide 150
pairs and to review the situation thereafter. If demand
dictated, there was a possibility that the scheme could
be extended to include local care homes, where due
to the lockdown, residents may not be able to receive
visits from their families. It is a credit to the worth of
the project that this objective has been surpassed; see
the recent progress report for more detail:Progress Report—Delivered Hearts:
426 (213 pairs) to Southampton, Bournemouth and
Lymington Hospitals; St Georges Nursing Home, Avon
Nursing Home, Stanwell Nursing Home and Oakhaven
Hospice.
We welcome suggestions for new hospitals and
nursing homes who may benefit from the scheme.
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STOP PRESS - VICTORY DAY 2021 - 5TH JUNE 2021
The VE75 and VJ75 events which were to have been held in May and August of this year, have regrettably been
cancelled due to the Coronavirus pandemic. These two events, and including some additional features, are now
being merged into a single event to be called ‘Victory 75 - Party on the Clifftop’ to be held at Barton on Saturday
5th June, 2021.
On the 8th June, 1946, the UK Government held a Major Event and Parade in London to officially commemorate
‘Victory’ and New Milton will commemorate the 75th Anniversary of this date, with it’s ‘Victory 75 - Party on the
Clifftop’ hosted by The New Milton Residents’ Association alongside many other local organisations.
More details about this huge event, probably the largest New Milton will have ever seen, will be published in
future issues of FOCUS, but put the date in your diaries now - as you will not want to miss this great event.
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NMRA EXCURSION: Mill at Sonning, 23rd January, 2021
We are advertising this wonderful show very early this
year as the Theatre trip is so popular. As the Theatre
also requires a large deposit upfront for tickets, we are
asking for part payment now and the remainder later in
the year. Please read the payment instructions carefully
below to secure your place.
First of all, let's hear about the show itself: in Irving Berlin's 'Top Hat' musical, we follow Jerry Travers as
he arrives in London to appear in a stage show produced by Horace Hardwick. But this being a musical
comedy, things do not go according to plan and pretty soon a case of mistaken identity and romance
sends things off course. Handsome Travers attempts to win the heart of the lovely Dale Tremond but she
mistakes him for Hardwick – a married man – meaning that his advances horrify her as he attempts to
woo her. With fantastic and well known songs such as: Puttin' On the Ritz, I'm Putting All My Eggs in One
Basket, Isn't This a Lovely Day To Be Caught in the Rain, Top Hat White Tie and Tails, Cheek to Cheek and
Let's Face the Music and Dance, this is sure to be an all-time winner, especially at the delightfully unique
Mill at Sonning Theatre. With sumptuous choreography and glamorous costumes befitting of the Mill
Theatre, it's going to be a sure hit with our NMRA members!
The cost of £85 per person (everything's gone up for next year) includes: morning coffee and pastries,
two-course lunch with hot drink, theatre seats, coach and all gratuities.
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

APPLICATION FORM for SONNING 'TOP HAT', on Saturday, 23rd January, 2021
I would like to book ......... places @ £85 per person for this event. I understand that 50% (i.e. £42.50 pp)
is payable NOW and the further 50% can be by cheque post-dated to 14th November, 2020. Both
cheques should be made payable to New Milton Residents' Association.
Name of all applicants …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Address …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Post Code ……………………………………………………………. Telephone No …………….…………………………….…
Email Address ................................................................ If no email address, please enclose S.A.E.
The likely pick up time will be about 9.15 outside Bradbeers, a Timetable will be sent nearer the date of
the event. Places will be allocated in the order that cheques are received. Sorry: there are no refunds for
cancellations.
If you have any mobility or dietary problems, please give details ………………………………………………
When completed, please send this form (or direct any queries) to: Dr. Janet Moyles
(jan.moyles@gmail.com), 6 Mitchell Close, Barton-on-Sea, BH25 7BX: ‘phone 01425 620523.
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